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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
386;04200 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT AND 
THE WRJTTEN OPINION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
SEARCHING AUTHORITY, OR THE DECLARATION 

(PCT Ruk 44 !) 



International application No. 
PCT/US04/30807 



Applicant 

VISION-SCIENCES, INC. 



Date of ntailing 
jday/monih/year) 



FORFURTHER ACTION See paragraphs 1 and 4 below 



Intemationai filing date 

(day/moni/t/year) 20 September 2004 (20.09,2004) 



1 



2. 



□ 
□ 



wVh™ uv"^^ T'^'"^ intemationai search report and the written opinion of the Intemationai Searehing Airthority 

have been est^lished and arc transmitted herewith. ^ /vuinoniy 

Filing of amendments and statement under Article 19; 

The appHcanl is entitled, if he ^c, wishes, to amend the claims of the international application (see Rule 46): 

J^clTrS'* ^""^ ^"^^ amendments is nomally two months from the date of transmittal of the intemationai 

Where? Directly to the International Bureau of WlPO, 34 chemin des Colombcttes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland, Facstmtle No.: (41-22) 338.82 70. 

For more detailed instmctioms, see the notes on the accompanying sheet. 

The applicant is hereby notified that no international search report will be established and that the declaration under 
Arucle 17{2)(a) to that effect and the written opinion of the International Searching Authority are transmitted herewith. 
With regard to the protest against payment of (an) additional fec(s) under Rule 40.2. the applicant is notified that: 

□ the protest together with the decision thereon has been transmitted to the Intemationai Bureau together with the applicant's 

^«l"^st to forward the texts of both the protest and the decision thereon to the designated Offices. 
I — I no decision has been made yet on the protesU the applicant will be notified as soon as a decision is made. 
Runinders 

Slwrtly after the expiration of 18 mon^s from the priority dale, the intemationai application will be published by the Intemationai 
Bureau. If the applicant wishes to avoid or postpone publication, a notice of withdrawal of the intemationai application, or of the 
pnonty claim, must reach *c Intematiotnl Bureau as provided in Rules 90bis, I and 906«.3. respectively, before the completion of the 
technical preparations for intemationai publication. 

The applicant may submit comments on an informal basis on the written opinion of the Intemationai Searching Authority to the 
iniemationai Bureau. The International Bureau will send a copy of such comments to all designated Offices unless an international 
preliminary examination report has been or is to be established. These comments would also be made available lo the public but not 
wrfore the expiration of 30 months from the priority date. 

V^Nthin 19 months from the priority dale, but only in respect of some designated Offices, a demand for irttemational preliminary 
cxammaiion must be filed tf the applicant wishes to postpone the entry into the national phase until 30 months from the priority date 
(m some Omces even later)i otherwise, the applicant must, yvlMm 20 months from the priority date, perform the prescribed acts for 
entry into the national phase before those designated Offices. 

Irj respect of other designated Offices, the time limit of 30 month* (or later) will apply even if no demand is Hied within 19 months. 
Sec the Annex to F<Mrm PCT/IB/301 and. for details about the applical^e time limits. Office by Office, see the PCT Appiicant's Guide 
Volume n. National Chapters and the WIPO Internet site. 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-3450 
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Form PCT/ISA/220 (Januaiy 2004) 



Docketed B^; 



Authonzed officer 
Manuel Mendez 



Telephone No. 703 



{See notes on accompanying sheet) 
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PCT 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 
(PCT Article 18 and Rules 43 and 44) 



Applicant's or agent's flic reference 
386/04200 


FOR FURTHER sec Form PCT/ISA/220 

ACTION as well &s, where applicable^ item 5 bdow. 


International application No. 
PCT/US04/30807 


International filing date {day/moruk/year) 
20 September 2004 (20.09.2004) 


(Eariiest) Priority Date {day/month/year) 
18 September 2003 (18.09.2003) 



VfSJON^SCIENCES. INC. 



This international search report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and is transmitted to the applicant 
according to Article 18. A copy is being transmitted to the Intemational Bureau. 

This inter natio nal search report consists of a total of _^""^ eets. 

«lso accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited in this report. 

K Basis of the Report ^ " ' — 

a. With rega rd to the language, the intemational search was carried out on the basis of: 
the intemational application in the language in which it was filed. 

a translation of the international application into _. , which is the language 

of a translation furnished for the purposes of intemational search (Rules l2.3Ca) and 23, Kb)) 
With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the intemational application, see Box No, 1. 

2. I I Certain claims were found unsearcliable (See Box No, il) 

3. I i Unity of invention Es lacking (See Box No. Ill) 

4. With regard to the title, 

tX] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant, 

□ 

the text has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



□ 



With regard to the abstract^ 

DK] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

the te?it has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box No. IV. The applicant 
may, within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority, 

With regard to the drawings, 
a, the f igure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 2B 

pK] as suggested by the applicant. 

[ 1 as selected by this Authority^ because the applicant failed to suggest a figure- 

as selected by this Authority, because this figure better characterizes the invention, 
none of the figures is to be published with the abstract. 



Form PCT/rSAA2!0 (first sheet) (April 2005) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/US04/30807 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT Nf ATTER 
IPC (8): A61 M 25/00( 2006,0 1 ) 

USPC: 604/527 

According to Intematfonat Patent Classification {IPC} or to both national classifrcation and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 604/527, 523. 524, 264 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 



C 



DOCUMENTS CONSfDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category * 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



A 
A 



US 6355027 Bl (Le et al.) 12 March 2002 
Note: Please review the entire patent. 
US 6213995 Bl (Steen et aL) 10 April 2001 
Note: Please review the entire patent. 



I<48 

1-48 



□ 



Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. 



See patent family annex. 



* Special categories of ciltd documetils: 

"A" document defining Che genenl state cf the art which is not considered to be of 
particular iclevaoce 

"E" earlier application or patent pidilished on or after the inteniational filing date 

*"L" docament which may throw doubts on priority c1aini(s) or which is cited to 
establish the publication date of another citation or other spedal reason (aa 
specified) 

""O" document refenins to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition w oHicr means 

"P" documetn publbCicd pnor to the intemationa! fiUng date but later than the 
priority date ch ivned 



^T' later document published after the international filing date or priority 

date and not in conflict with the appliciaiion but ciied fio uwientaiid the 
principle or theory underlying the invention 

"X" documant of paxticidar nkiwanca; the cbiroed inventbn caimat be 

consideied novel or cnniiot be considered lo involve an mvenlive step 
wbctt the docutmnt is taken *Iom 

" Y^' docianenl of particular nlevamce; the claimed invention cannot be 

coiBidered to involve an inventive step when the document is oambined 
with one of tnoie other such documemts; such combination being 
obiWMis lo a pcfson sldlled in the art 

doGumeni meniwr of the same patent fkinily 



Date of the actual completion of the intemationa] search 
20 Febniary 2006 (20.Q2.2QQ6) 



Name and mailing address of the 15AAJS 
Mail Stop PCT, Attn: ISA/US 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Facsimile No. (57 1 ) 273O201 



Date of mailing of the international search report 




Form PCT/ISA/210 (seeond sheet) (April 2005) 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

From the 

INTERN ATION A L SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



To: 

WILLIAM H. DIPPERT 
REED SMITH LLP 
599 LEXINGTON AVENUE 
29TH FLOOR 

NEW YORK, NY 10022-7650 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

386/04200 



PCX 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCTRTilc43Z»ur.l) 



Date of mailing 
{day/month/year) 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 

See paragraph 2 below 



08 MAR 2006 



International application No. 


International filing date (day/monih/year) 


Priority date {day/month/year) 


PCT/US04/30807 


20 September 2004 (20.09.2004) 


IS September 2003 (18.09,2003) 


International Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 




IPC (8): A61M 25/00( 2006.01 ) 






USPC: 604/527 






Applicant 






VISION-SCIENCES, INC 







t . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 436/^.1 (a)(t) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an 
Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule t6.\bijt(b) 
that written opinions of this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to submit to the 
IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, wiUi amendments, before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing 
of Fonn PCT/IS A/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 
For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

3. For further details* see notes to Form PCT/IS A/220, 





Box No. 


1 


□ 


Box No. 


11 


□ 


Box No. 


III 


□ 


Box No. 


IV 




Box No. 


V 


□ 


Box No. 


VI 


□ 


Box No. 


VH 


□ 


Box No. 


VIU 



Name and mailing address of the ISA/ US 
Mail Slop PCT, Attn: ISAAJS 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria. Virginia 223 13-1450 
Facsimile No. (571)273^3201 



Date of completion of this opinion 
20 February 2006 (20.02.2006) 



Authorized officer 
Manuel Mendez 

Telephone No. 



(3-000-000 




Form PCT/ISA/237 (cover sheet) (April 2005) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AtJTHORITY 


International application No. 
PCT/US04/30807 


Box No. I Basis of Cbis opinion 


1. Wuh regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 




^ the international application in (he language in which it was filed 




LJ a translation of the international application into , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of 
international search (Rules 12.3(a) and 23* 1(b)). 


2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 


a. type of rnaterial 




[ 1 a sequence listing 




!~1 table(s) related to the sequence listing 




b. format of material 




rn on paper 




r~l in electronic form 




c. time of flling/fumishing 




1 ! contained in the intcniational application as filed. 




1 1 filed together with the international application in electronic form. 







furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



3. 1 I In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed 

or furnished, the required statements that the mfonnation in the subsequent or addidonal copies is identical to that in the 
application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were fiimished. 

4. Additional comments: 



Form PCT/ISAi^37(Box No. I) (April 2005) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/US04/30807 



V Reasoned statenient under Rule 43 ^w.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty* inventive stet> or industrial 
applicabdity; citatiops and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 1-48 


YES 




Claims NONE 


NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 1^8 


YFS 




Claims NONE 


NO 


Industrial applicability (lA) 


Claims 1-48 


YER 




Claims NONE 


NO 



2, Citations and explanations: 

Claims 1 >48 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2)-(3), because the prior art docs not teach or fairiy suggest, inter alia, a probe 
assembly wherein the central longitudinal axis of the elongate tube docs not coincide with the central axis of the braided tube. 



Claims I -48 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4), and thus have industrial applicability because the subject matter claimed 
be made or used in industry. 



Form PCT/lSA/237 (Box No. V) (April 2005) 



NOTES TO FORM PCT/ISA;220 (continued) 



The letter must indicate (he differences between the claims as filed «id the claims as ameaded. It must, in 
pttrticular. indicate, in connection with each claim appearing in the international appltcation (it being understood 
that ideiiticaJ indications concerning several claims may bo grouped), whether 

(t) the claim is unchanged; 

(ii) the claim is cancelled; 

(iii) the claim is new; 

(tv) the claim replaces one or more claims as filed; 

(v) the claim is the result of the divisicm of a claim as Hied. 

The follawitig examples illustrate the manner in which amendments must be explained in the accampanying 
Letter: 

1 . [Where originally there were 48 claims and after amendment of some claims there are 5 1 ]: 
"Claim.s 1 to 29, 31 . 32« 34, 33, 37 to 48 replaced by amended claims bearing the same numbers; 
claims 30, 33 and 36 unchanged; new claims 49 to 5 i added." 

2. [Where originally there were 15 claims and after amendment of all claims there are 1 1]: 
"Claims 1 to \S replaced by amended claims I to 11." 

3. [Where originally there were 14 claims and the ametidmenis consist in cancelling some claims and tn adding 
new claims]: 

"Claims I to 6 and 14 unchanged; claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new claims 15, 16 and 1 7 added." or 
"Claims 7 to 13 cancelled; new claims 15, 16 and J 7 added; ail other claims unchajigcd." 

4 [Where various kinds of amendments are made}; 

"Claims 1' 10 unchanged; claims 11 to 13, IS and 19 cancclJcd; claims 14. 15 and 16 replaced by amended 
claim 14; claim 17 subdivided i it to amended claims ]5» 16 and 17; new claims 20 and 21 added." 

"Statement under Article 19(1)'' (Rule 46.4) 

The amendments may be accompanied by a statement explaining the amendments and indicating any impact that 
such amendments might have on the description and the drawings (which cannot be amended under Article 19(1)). 

The statement will be published with the international application and the amended claims. 

Umnst be in the language in which the international application is to be published. 

It must be brief, not exceeding 500 words if in English or if translated into English. 

it should not be con fused with and does not replace the letter indicating the differences between the claims as filed 
and as amended, tt must be Hied on a separate sheet and must be tdentifled as such by a heading, preferably by 
using the words "Statement under Arlfcle 19( I)." 

It may not contain any disparaging comments on the international search report or the relevance of citations 
contained in that report. Reference to citations, relevant to a given claim, contained in the International search 
report may be made only in connection with an amendment of that cJatm. 



Consequence if a demand for international preliminary examination has already been filed 

Jf, at the lime of filing any amendments and any accompanying statement, under Article 19, a demand for 
international preliminary examination has already been submitted, the applicant must preferably, at the time of 
tiling the amendments (and any statement) with the International Bureau^ also file with the InlemationaJ 
Preliminary Examining Authority a cc^y of such amendments (and of any statement) and» where required, a 
translation of such amendments for the procedure before that Authority (see Rules 55J(a) and 62.2» frrst 
sentence). For further information, see the Notes to Ihc demand form (PCT/I PEA/40 1 ). 

If a demand for intcmaiional preliminary examination is made, the written opinion of the [ntemational Searching 
Authority will, exeept in certain cases where the International Preliminary Examining Authority did not act as 
International Searching Authority and where it has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66. t6iJi<b)« be 
considered to be a written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority. If a demand is made, the 
applicant may submit to the International Preliminary Examining Authority a reply to the written opinion together, 
where appropriate, with amendments before the expiration of 3 months from the date of mailing of Fomi 
PCT/ISA^20 or before the expiration of 22 mon^s from the priority date, whichever expires later (Rule 43bis. 1(c)). 



Consequence with regard to trsnslaffon of the international application for entry into the national phase 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that, upon entry into the national phase, a translation of the claims as 
amended under Article 19 may have to be furnished to the designated/elected Offices, instead of. or in addition to, 
the translation of the claims as filed. 

For further details on the requirements of each designated/elected Office, see the PCT Applicant Guide. 
Volume EI. 



Notes to Form PCT/ISA/220 (second sheet) (January 2004) 



